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Dear Rotarians,   
At our April 09 meeting, The Rotary Foun-
dation Trustees examined how the current 
global economic crisis has affected the 
Foundation’s ability to support Rotarians’ 
good work worldwide. Like all foundations, 
we have experienced substantial unrealized 
investment losses, forcing us to suspend 
Matching Grant applications in March of 
this year. These losses will also have an 
impact on the amount of money available 
for program awards in the coming year.   
 
In determining  program and operations 
budgets for 2009-10, the Trustees made 
some very difficult decisions. We were 
fortunate to have the Future Vision Plan to 
help us focus strategically on what we be-
lieve to be best for our Foundation, next 
year and beyond. For example, funds for 
polio eradication — our top priority — 
remain secure, as do the resources to launch 
the Future Vision pilot in July 2010. We 
will, however, accelerate the elimination of 
several programs slated to be discontinued 

in 2010-11. Effective 1 July 2009, the 
Foundation will no longer fund the follow-
ing  
Rotary Grants for University Teachers , 
except for grants already awarded�
Volunteer Service Grants�
Cultural and Multi-Year Ambassadorial 
Scholarships , except for grants already 
awarded  
Looking ahead, the Trustees agreed that 
World Fund Group Study Exchange (GSE) 
partner districts will spread their exchanges 
over two years in fiscal years 2010-11 and 
2011-12, with one team being funded in 
each of the years. GSE funding determina-
tion for 2012-13, the final year of the pro-
gram before the Future Vision Plan is im-
plemented across the Foundation, will be 
made in April 2010.   
As troubling as our current economic situa-
tion is, we must remember that our Founda-
tion experienced tremendous growth when 
investment markets were favorable. In good 
years, we were able to provide tens of mil-
lions of dollars to address critical problems 
in every part of the world. I have every 
hope that we will once again have a bounty 
of funds to disperse so that Rotarians can 
continue to do good in the world for dec-
ades to come.    
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Enjoying President’s  Night 

President 
2009/2010 

Joseph Martin 
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I will start by telling you something about the District in which I lived in California, which is District 5130.  In the State of Cali-
fornia there are about 18 Rotary Districts.  In general the boundaries of the districts follow the borders of groups of the 58 coun-
ties in California.  Our district was part of San Francisco until the 1990’s.   We encompass the six northern coastal counties situ-
ated north of San Francisco Bay.  There are about a 600,000 people living in this area and we have 2500 Rotarians spread out 
through 44 clubs  

Economically the area is diverse; the northern counties of Humboldt and Del Norte, traditionally depended upon fishing and 
timber productions, Sonoma and Napa counties started out as general agriculture where flowers, fruits and vegetables were 
grown along with some ranching.  More recently most of the arable land has been converted to growing grapes.  The finest wines 
in the world, not to mention one of the cheapest, are grown in these counties.    

The two oldest clubs in our district are Rotary Club of Santa Rosa and my club –Rotary Club of Eureka; both starting in 1923.  
RC San Francisco sponsored both .  RC Eureka has sponsored 8 clubs in with subsequent other sponsors to bring the total to 12 .  
The largest club currently is the Rotary Club of Eureka at 160, while the city of Santa Rosa is the biggest city in the District, at 
about 120,000 people.  Eureka has three clubs and Santa Rosa  five.  The smallest club is about 15 people from a small fishing 
village on the Sonoma coast call Guala, which has about 100 people living there.  We have one club in the district which still 
persists in barring women from membership.  I am told that there are only 3 such clubs in the USA now.  In the District, there 
are 14 breakfast clubs, three dinner clubs.  The rest are lunch clubs.  Monday has the fewest meetings with Thursday having the 
most at 14. 

One of the big challenges that our District has to deal with is the physical size of the district.  It is about 300 miles long and 60 
miles wide. (very similar to our Irish District 1160) The population center of the district is in the southern part and that is also 
where the monetary wealth is located.  As a result District Governors are selected from the southern half far more often than 
from the north.  Most district events have to be held both in the north and the south. 

Our District Governor is selected three years before service.  Desirous candidates submit their  application and the five most 
immediate Past DG’s make the nomination.  A nominal formal election with one vote per club is done at our district conference.  
There never has been a competing candidate for the job, once the nomination is announced.  My club has had two DG’s one in 
1972 and a second in 1992. 

Secretary, Treasurer, Chief of Staff, committee chairs, Assistant Governors and some committee membership.  The District Gov-
ernor Nominee appoints, without election, their own admin team which would include number of AG’s, all of whom have been 
Presidents of a Club, varies from year from as few as six to as many as eleven, depending upon where the DG lives and what 
issues there are in the District during any given year. 

One of our past DG’s, John Blount, DDS, from Sebastopol in Sonoma County, has recently been appointed to the Rotary Foun-
dation Board.  He is well known in the upper ranks of Rotary.  He is still fairly young and  has the potential of become an RI 
President. 

Our District dues are $40.00 per year per member, which provides a budget of around $110,000.  This pays for some of the Dis-
trict Conference expenses, inbound GSE expenses, PETS (President Elect Training Seminars), various DG expenses and other 
district related functions. 

PETS is held in March.  It is a 9 district event, with over 450 presidents elect attending from  northern California, Nevada and 
Hawaii.  The 3-day seminar  is held in San Jose at the southern end of San Francisco Bay.  Usually the RI President Elect attends 
as well as several of the past RI presidents, as we have two (Cliff Dochterman and Richard King) living in the bay area. 

District Standing committees include The Advisory , Finance, Nominating, Foundation, Annual Giving, Foundation Alumni, 
Grants, GSE, Peace Fellows, Permanent Foundation Fund, Polio Plus, Scholarships, Awards, Council on Legislation, Directory, 
District Assembly, district Conference, Foundation Dinner, Health Hunger, Water, History, Leadership, Literacy, Membership, 
Newsletter, Parliamentarian, Photography, Protocol PR, Resolutions, Rotaract, RI Convention, Strategic Planning, Vocational 
Service, Web Site. 

Foundation Dinners are held in October or November.  The dinners honour the most recent people who have become Paul Harris 
Fellows and focuses on various Foundation programs.  Paul Harris Fellowship is not awarded to people within Rotary for their 
service or commitment to Rotary.  We have other awards for those activities.  T he Paul Harris Fellowships, simply acknowl-
edges the fact that the Rotarian has contributed at least $1000 to the Foundation Annual Fund.   



This can be done over a period of years (Every Rotarian, Every Year - $100 Sustaining Foundation Membership) and 
multiple Fellowships can be obtained.  At $10,000 one becomes a Major Donor, of which we have several in our District. 

This district expends a lot of effort in training Rotarians.   A  2-day leadership training seminar is provided twice a year.  This is 
open to any Rotarian upon nomination by their club.  This is training for leadership, not necessarily Rotary leadership.  Strategic 
planning is also part of the picture and a committee works with the clubs to help them get beyond the concept of raising  money 
and do a short term project on a yearly basis.  They try to educate us on how to do projects which require more than one year for 
fund raising and project completion.   

Our District Assembly, which is held in April and location changes yearly to accommodate the district membership, is primarily 
a one-day training for new members, committee chairs, club leadership team and other interested Rotarians on the nuts and bolts 
of all aspects of Rotary.  Attendees pick their own topics.  Additionally, the District hosts multiple Foundation, Membership, 
Public Relations, Youth Exchange Seminars, as well as other topics, several times a year throughout the District. 

The District supports the Foundation with a contribution of $300,000 to $400,000 per year, exclusive of Polio Contributions, 
club portion for matching grants and contributions to the permanent fund, by Bequest and Benefactor Foundation Membership.  
Clubs choose their own International Projects without much influence on the part of the District, although we do have District 
Committees for Adopt-A-Village, Festival of Brotherhood, Rotaplast, Rotary Mine Action.  In a typical year the DDF portion of 
the Foundation provides money for an outbound GSE Team, either an Ambassadorial or partial funding for a World Peace Fel-
low, $30,000 for District Simplified Grants, $120,000 for Matching Grants of which there are usually about 40 a year. 

Adopt-A-Village is a program primarily in Uganda in which through Rotary Matching  Grants a village is provided with a water 
filtrations system and well, a few head of live stock, mosquito nets, a library with school teaching equipment and depending 
upon the village other things.  A typical grant is for about $45,000.   The clubs of the district pool some of their resources to 
make these projects viable.  In a typical year 3-4 Adopt a Village projects are done.  The concept has been exported by our dis-
trict to other US Districts and African countries. 

A second source of Matching Grant projects come from the Festival of Brotherhood.  This started in a bar (pub) in Guadalajara, 
Mexico about 17 years ago by Lewis Quinby, a Rotary Club of Southwest Eureka member.  He agreed to send some aspirin and 
other medical supplies to Mexico after he returned to the US.  After this modest success, Lewis invited some friends to go the 
second year, which again resulted in a small project.  Since then it has grown into the Festival of Brotherhood, with about 40 
Rotarian from across the district going each year to Mexico.  They return with about 15 possible Matching Grants which are par-
cel out across the district.  Unfortunately, it is rare for the Mexican Rotarians to come to our district for Fellowship.  Crossing 
the US-Mexico border is rather contentious for Mexicans, because of illegal worker immigrant issues. 

Additional Matching Grants come from the relationships established by individual clubs through GSE exchanges, youth ex-
change and other international travel and relationships.  The 30 or so grants with Siberia that I have been involved with during 
the last eight years fall into this category.  The clubs in the district have done projects with Rotary Clubs in every continent and 
with at least 70 other countries.  Some have included hands on projects such a building a baseball field for a small community in 
Costa Rica, driving ambulances and fire trucks into Mexico. 

The district has an active Youth Exchange program.  We receive about 40 students inbound and sent out about the same.  They 
go all over the world, but infrequently go to Africa or Australia.  This past year, they went to Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and Thailand.  In bound students are from simi-
lar countries.  Upon arrival, the students, along with host families, and outbound students go on a 3 day river rafting trip on one 
of our pristine free flowing rivers in our district.  Towards the end of their stay, they can elect to go on the Western Safari, a tour 
around some of the western states, ending up at Disneyland in the LA area.  The district complies with all of the new youth pro-
tection requirements of Rotary International.  The students (both current inbound and future out bound) participate throughout 
their year in both club and district events.  The inbound students usually attend the meetings of their host club  

The District has 3 Rotaract clubs.  This program has not been overly successful, but we keep trying to start new ones.  We do not 
have Inner Wheel Clubs or Probus Clubs.  As most retired Rotarians are eligible for the “rule of 85’, there is really no reason for 
them to leave the Rotary clubs upon retirement.  Likewise, women are welcomed in our clubs and we find they make really com-
mitted Rotarians and are greatly appreciated.  Our Rotary clubs are better for their participation. 

As I am off to Siberia in a day or two, I will continue this short discourse when I return.  Godspeed to all of you, 

See you when I return. 
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From President Joseph 

 

Pictured at left following 
their induction are Marc Mac 
Sharry and Alan Mitchell 
with President Joseph, Roe 
Finnegan and Hon Secretary 

I’m writing this on the morning of December 9th - Budget day. Will the pain we all expect this after-
noon help to stabilize our economy and point us towards recovery? I believe my opinion of where we 
are, and how we arrived here as a society, doesn’t differ greatly from the opinion of most Rotarians. I 
hope they also share my optimism for the future. 

When I encounter in Rotary related, and everyday activities, our fantastic, confident young people I 
have no fears they will repeat the mistakes of their parents. We will , I believe, emerge from this diffi-
cult experience more grounded in reality. In the meantime let us all help those who really need it. 

This year we will repeat our Remembrance Tree project which will run, at the Quayside Centre, from 
December 19th till Christmas Eve.  Sligo Concert Band will play during Saturday afternoon, for which I 
thank them. The project will encourage fellowship, place the Club firmly in public view, and in the 
process raise funds for that very deserving organisation, The Society of St. Vincent de Paul. I’m sure 
we’re all delighted we will have the company of the ladies of Inner Wheel  to assist our efforts. 

Thank you to all who helped make our President’s Night such a success. I did note Past President 
Conor’s totally relaxed state as he danced with up to three partners at the same time - maybe that was 
the payoff for organising it so well last year!!  And I can see a permanent contract ( a very rare docu-
ment these days ) being offered to our M.C., Patrick Carter. 

As we approach Mid Winter, and  mid-term in a club Presidents year, may I wish all our current and 
past members and their families, and all who read “The Keyway”, on paper ,or online , every Blessing 
this Christmas with Peace and Good Health in 2010. 
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address asked those non 
Rotarian Guests to seri-
ously consider becoming 
involved in Rotary. 

 

Visiting Rotary representa-
tives came from Ballina, 
Castlebar, Letterkenny  and 
Enniskillen. 

 

A most interesting after 
dinner address was given 
by Lt. Colonel Paddy Mc 
Daniel who certainly put in 
to perspective the key role 
which our Defence Forces 

A very enjoyable Presi-
dents Night was hosted by 
President Joseph Martin in 
Sligo Park Hotel on Friday 
November 27th with in the 
region of 100 people at-
tending. 

 

President Joseph was 
greatly supported by his 
family on the evening with 
not only his wife Andrea in 
attendance but also his two 
daughters, Niamh & Eimer 
and son, Eoin. 

 

Rotarian Pat Carter per-
formed the role of MC in 
his usual efficient but in-
formal style. 

 

A clearly delighted Assis-
tant DG John Mc Crossan, 
accompanied by wife 
Anne, was enjoying depu-
tising for DG Tom Murphy 
who was regrettably unable 
to attend because of the 
serious flooding situation 
in his home neighbour-
hood. In line with the 
theme that Rotary is in our 
hands, Asst DG John in his 

#�$��'�

Condolences  

Deepest 
sympathy to 
Rotarian Ray 
Simon on the 
recent death of 
his father. 
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certainly put in to perspec-
tive the key role which our 
Defence Forces play when 
called upon to serve in an 
International Peacekeeping 
role. 

 

The beneficiary charity on 
the evening was St Vincent 
De Paul, a timely and ap-
propriate choice of Presi-
dent Joseph. The raffle on 
the evening raised over 
€800 towards the St V de P 
Christmas and Flood ap-
peals. 
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Meals on Wheels Rota 

21 Dec P.Forkan  1 Feb `B.Cannon 

 R.Mullen   D.Kiely 
 M.Horan   D.Foley 

28 Dec G.Cannon  8 Feb A.Buckley 

 R.Simon   J.Keegan 

 M.Murphy   S.Mew 

4 Jan L.Doherty  15 Feb T.Ryall 

 R..Finnegan   C.McCarthy 

 P.Carter   P.Berwick 

11 Jan J.Flood   22 Feb M.McCormack 

 D.Kennedy   P.McNulty  
 J.Fitzgerald   M.MacSharry 

18 Jan L.Rhatigan  1Mar D.Williams 

 T..Kenny   H.Sheridan  

 J.Harney   J.Martin 

25 Jan P.Osborne  8 Mar B.Roche 

 B.Raftery   M.Raftery 

 V.Raftery   P.McAuliffe 
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We’re on the web.. 

sligorotary.org 

�

 Charity Night at 

The Hawkswell 

Tuesday 9th Feb-
ruary 2010 8pm. 

Wine Reception 
at 7.15pm 

Everyman Pro-
ductions  

present 

SAY CHEESE 

BY Bernard Far-
rell  


