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Make Dreams Real

Newsletter of the Rotary Club of Sligo

District 1160 Annual Conference. 25 to 28 Sept 280

A memorable and very

special Conference is over;
and President Conor who
himself did so much to

ensure its success, was
generous in his praise of all
our members who assisted
and helped in the smooth
running of affairs.

Your scribe during the con-
ference heard nothing but
praise for the arrange-
ments. Those who at-
tended; and many who had
been at many previous
conferences said the Sligo
2008 Conference was with-
out doubt, one of the best.
One wonders if another
District Governor Elect

will ask Sligo to host his
Conference in the future!!

All of the Sligo Rotarians :
should be proud that thei
efforts helped in no smallg

way to make the event &

memorable success.

For the Sligo Rotarians it -
was an opportunity to make #&

friends with the Newtow-
nabbey Rotarians. Indeed ¢
very special relationship

has built up between the

members of both clubs.

We must ensure that this

friendship grows and deep-

ens in the future.
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President Conor showing
some stress during Dublin
City Marathon 2008

Speaker on 36 September 2008. Sister Cecil of the Loret

Sister Cecil a nun of the
Loreto Order spoke at
lunch on 38 September
and described in graphic
detail the work of her Or-
der in providing education
for young children in Cal-
cutta..

She has been there for
many years andher com-

munity has had much suc-
cess in bringing education

Order.

to very many young chil-
dren. Not always an easy
task. A measure of the
high regard in which Sister
Cecil is held is that she is
an Honorary member of
Calcutta Rotary Club.

Sligo.Members  will re-
member that Rotarian
Patricia McNulty went to
Calcutta some time ago and
brought with her a Rotary

contribution for Sister C
cil's work. Patricia spent
month helping Sister Ce
and her community in th
work. Pat's description
the poverty and dread
living conditions of th
children was most graph
She had been deply mo
by her experience in C
cutta.
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Congratulations to President Conor on completing te Dublin City

Marathon 2008.

Conor has set a very high standard for his successo See photo above.

It is some time since a Presidernh office competed.

Important date
for your Diary

President’s Night.

Friday 28th
November

Venue

Sligo Park Hotel
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A Holiday Exchange

Past President John and Eva Fitzgerald recendyged an exchange holiday in Western Canada aehd dkscribes their
experience.

This 15 day holiday was an exchange whereby ouadian friends John, Jean & Bill came and sharechoure at Glen-
car, my sister's home at Calry and our cousins homntee South of England while we shared their hom@eVancouver,
Grouse Mountain and Keats Island. We also avaifexhoh other’s transport.

Eva and | concentrated our experience in the Briislumbia area of Vancouver and Vancouver Isl&hdblic transport
and Ferry Services were brilliant. We flew direetrh Dublin to Vancouver and the following 15 daysreraction packed
from 7am to 10pm and sometimes

Our base at Vancouver was Horseshoe Bay, beaytifigbtled between the Pacific Ocean and the sn@pethCoast
Range Mountains. The nearby busy natural Harbooviges the main ferry services to Vancouver Islahéd, Sunshine
Coast and many other islands in between. summeiTtaé average temperature was about 21 degrees C.

Highlights of our holiday -Stanley Park, encircleg a 10km sea wall with its woods, parkland trailleaches, restaurants,
swimming pools, aquarium, something for everyoneGfouse Mountain we used the cable car while n@imybed on
foot a mere 4100 ft., to the top. Magnificent viesfsVancouver city, the coast, Vancouver Islandhia distance and sur-
rounded by beautiful snow capped mountain rangks.dFizzly bears, grey wolves, birds in flight, Lbenjack shows, all
contributed to a fulfilling experience and aftewall earned restaurant snack - you guessed correatt took the cable car
down !!

We headed for Vancouver Island by ferry to Nanimatlee north east coast a lovely cruise and thert s@uth by bus to
Victoria visiting the various towns in between leiag as we went along. Victoria is beautiful andel A festival had just
begun, music and the arts indoor; outdoors, thi @ many Tall Ships from Canada and the Ameridéest Coast. We
returned to Vancouver by a different route throtigh Gulf Islands, a trip of outstanding beauty. $tlepped on return for
our trip to Keats Island where there are no cassgolf buggies and having stocked up on food sapplwine mainly - we
headed for Keats by sea taxi a wonderful unspaitedll island. The splendid luxurious Log Cabin withveranda over-
hanging the Pacific - forty feet below providediefidays of heaven. It took John our Canadian friEmgears to build this
cabin. The cruise ships heading for Alaska, thesimastug boats towing mile long rafts of timber lwihe bald eagles|
perching on the huge logs, the activity on the ftacdurrounded by snow capped mountains and ub@reranda relaxing
and enjoying it all.

We have fond memories of our holiday in the Canadvast but it is good to be home again in Sligo
"Land of Hearts Desire".

Remembrance Tree
At Christmas

Plans are in train to erect a Remembrance Treb@space outside Hibernian Insurance office in @il Street during
the 10/12 days immediately preceding Christmadarge Christmas Tree will be procured and set atel

Passers-by will be encouraged to tie a ribbon ¢uaricolours will be provided) to the tree in memofya relative or friend
and to make a donation for Charity.

The tree will be manned (or womaned) during daythmers. A shelter will be provided for the voluerte in unlikely
event that the weather will be inclement.

It will be necessary to seek the assistance ofrlWieeel and Interact members to complete a ro$teolanteers.

Organ Donors save lives. Sadly many will die waiting for a donor.!!!

Did you know that the family of a willing donor carevent the saving of organs for do-
nation regardless of the wishes of the deceased.
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Roe Finnegan among Volunteers honoured by Sligo

County Council

Many of the Sligo’s volun- 4, ncillors Martin Baker,

tary groups were part of a

Mary Barrett, Veronica

large attendance in County

Cawley, Imelda Henry,

Hall on Friday for the an- Jerry Lundy and Fergus

nual  Cathaoirleach’s  \acNapb, Administrative
Awards ceremony. A total  ~¢ficer Sligo County
of forty eight certificates Council.

and seven category awards In his opening address, the

were presented by the Ca-

Cathaoirleach remarked

thaoirleach Councillor Kil- that ‘In a time when there

gannon and the Awards .o serious demands on

Committee. people’s time, it is hearten-

This is the eighth year of g that the ethos and prac-

the Cathaoirleach Awards e of voluntary service is

scheme, which was devised thriving in the Sligo com-

to honour the special con- munity. Every person who

tribution of the volunteers has been nominated for an

in our society. Joining the
the

award this evening can feel

Cathaoirleach on

proud that someone made
Awards Committee were:

In a time when
there are serious
demands on

people’s time, it is
the special effort to pub- heartening that the
licly affirm their apprecia- ethos and praCt_'Ce
of voluntary service
is thriving in Sligo

tion of their work.’
The nomination form sub-
mitted for Roe Finnegan

notes that he has given a

life and a future to Sligg,

Feis Ceoil which we il
Sligo — the home of t :
arts — nearly lost. Th
community is all l
richer in culture and ajif
because he took on a dif s
cult task and succeede
He has been a tireless &
committed volunteer fo
many years, and his infe
tious passion and enthu
asm for Sligo Feis Ceo

is greatly appreciated k

Roe is presented with his award by Councillor JernylLundy

Sister Cecil speaking to
the Sligo Rotarians

Meals on Wheels
Rota.

With a view to encour-
aging members to look
at our web site regu:
larly, the usual meals
on wheels list is not int
cluded in this issue.

The calendar section of
the web site has full de
tails of the rota up to
the end of December.




John and Una with

President Conor

Interact News.

Luncheon Speakers 15th September

We were privileged on
15" Sept to have as our
lunchtime speakers John
and Una Whelan.

Both are long time mem-
bers of Bray club and
John who has recently
been the recipient of a
kidney transplant de-
scribed his life prior to the
transplant. He  needed
dialysis three times a
week and each of these
required him to attend
hospital for three hours
for each session. He went

on to say there are in Ire-
land about 1800 patients

Joseph Martin confirms that about 20

members have been signed up and have

elected their club officers. Guest speak-

ers are being invited to address meet-

ings. He looks forward to another suc- Rotary Young Chef.

cessful Interact year.

Youth Leadership

#
$ % &
l# # #
%
$ !

John and Una Whelan

requiring dialysis. He had
been on the list for a trans-
plant for a considerable
time and fortunately his
name came up.

He got a phone call at 4am
one morning to say a donor
organ was available. He
and Una set out for the
hospital immediately and
thankfully the transplant

has been a success. He now

enjoys a normal life and
good health.

There are over 500 on the
waiting list and only 145

transplants were done last
year. Many on the waiting

list will not survive.

Youth Opportunities
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Roche has promoted it enthusiasti

been received from students of the

This is the first time that the Rotary

The launch of the Youth programmes

Young Chef competition has been

organized by our club.

cally and so far 30 entries have

There is accordingly a

great need for organ do-
nors. On this aspect Una
said when one agrees to be
a donor it is essential to
inform one’s family. Re-

gardless of a donor's
wishes in Ireland, once
they die their family can

refuse permission for organ
donation.

Both John and Una are
committed to promoting
the cause of enlisting many
more donors

Roe Finnegan
posed
thanks

pro-
the vote of

Breda

Ursuline College.
Breda is confident there
will be a good entry
from Summerhill Col-
lege and also Mercy
College and the Gram-

mar School
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Niall Mellon Township Trust.

Niall Mellon, founder of
the Niall Mellon Trust was
one of the speakers at Con-
ference.

He described how on a
visit to South Africa he
was horrified at the condi-
tions under which people in
the townships lived. He
determined to do some-
thing to improve their lot
and this led to the forming
of the Niall Mellon Town-

ship Foundation. Each
year a number of volun-
teers go to South Africa.
They not only work at

building houses to replace
the shanties in which the
people live, they also must
contribute money to the
project.

Sligo Rotary decided to
contribute from Charity
funds enough to meet the
cost of building 2 houses.
In addition it was decided
that half the contribution
required from a Sligo vol-
unteer be offered.

In the event our member
Des Kennedy was accepted
by the Mellon Foundation
as a volunteer. He will be

going to South Africa with
a group of other volunteers
early in 2009.

To raise his contribution he

arranged to have a shanty
on display in Tesco Arcade
and with the assistance of
some Rotarians and others
raised in the region of

€6000 which will augment

the Sligo contributions.

We look forward to gearing
from Des on his return of
his work and doings in
South Africa.

Our best wishes go with
him

Get Registered now for the 100th
Rotary International Convention

“Please join us in Birmingham in June 2009.

We're getting ready for a superb few days” say
the Organisers of the 2009 Convention.

“We have the Biggest Ever House of Friendship

including a canal, with a full size floating canal
boat! There is so much to see and do all day.”

“Every evening we will entertain you with Sym-
phonic music, a Mediaeval spectacular at a thou-
sand year old castle and a night in Birmingham

with a Royal Ballet, show, the Treorchy male

voice choir and some stunning and varied cui-

sines to try.”

Rotarian James Buchanan of the Londonderry Clubds
one charged with promoting attendance from distri30
and has the answers to your queries.

Only rarely does the Convention of Rotary Interowadi
come so close to home for us. The 2009 Conventibriev
an opportunity to see Rotary’s workings at thehbgf
level. It promises also to be a most enjoyableneve

Two of the hard working

Lewis testing the shack’s stability while
Kathleen Kennedy collects for Des

collectors

A Smiling collector.
Happy at his work.

How could one re-
fuse to contribute.




We are on the web

At

WWW.sligorotary.com

Do please look up our website

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT

And so the 8%' Annual Rotary Conference has been and gone. What
success it was for Sligo and our Rotarians and whaonderful reflec-
tion on our Club and its members. | have receiveahy letters, e-mails
and calls, all congratulatory on a tremendous aement. Rotarian Ray
has reflected elsewhere in this edition of Keywaytloe actual Confer-
ence itself so | just propose to sign off on thenféoence by restating
once again the immense pride | have taken from aadhevery one of
you members for giving selflessly of your time twsare the Conference
was a success.

Moving on, the month of November sees the holdihgus own Club’s
President’s Night. It has been a great concemédo see the numbers
attending the Dinner have fallen off so sharplyenent years. | would
encourage you all to attend on Novembe¥ 28d to consider inviting
guests so as together we can help restore the ®vth great occasion it
has been in the past.

Our plans as a Club for 2008/2009 included the ailve to increase our
membership by 10% or four new members during tlze.y&otarian Roe
has been working quietly but very effectively instmegard. | am de-
lighted that during November we will be inductingaMaret Raftery and
Stewart Hunter into our Club. Margaret and Stewgot are both very
welcome.

Looking forward to seeing you all on Novembef"28

Until then, Bye for now.

President, Conor.

History has been made in pearance of this issue of relevant a newsletter might

Sligo. Our web site is up

and running thanks to The Keyway. The web site be now that we are on the

David Tighe and Brian
Basquille of ‘Rocket Sci-
ence’

Both David and Brian have
been of great assistance
and since the site was
launched have always been
available to solve problems
and to hold the hand of the
very amateur operator.

Please do explore the web
at “www.sligorotary.com”

Suggestions for improve-
ments and enhancement
will be very welcome as
will constructive criticism.

Apologies for the late ap-

provided much distraction

web. Any comments or
suggestions on this by
email please to —

“jrmullen@eircom.net”

President’s Night takes
place on Friday 28th No-
vember. This is a major
event in our calendar and  Catherine and Dick Rob-
all members are urged to  erts. A husband and wife
attend and support Presi-  from the US. Both Rotari-
dent Conor. ans with President Conor

and one wondered how



