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President Conor and Roe Finnegan with new members

Margaret Raftery and Stewart Hunter

New Paul Harris Fellow

Warm congratulations to President ®
Conor on becoming a Paul Harris |

Fellow.

It is indeed an honour richly de-
served and well earned for his par
as a member of the organisin
committee of Conference 2008 an
for his leadership and inspiration
as our President 2008-09
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Inner Wheel
Christmas Party

President Conor,suitably attired
acted as Santa at the Inner
Wheel Club’s Christmas party
held at Inner Wheel President
Mary Callagy’'s home. This
was an experience for which
Conor pleaded he was unprer
pared; nevertheless reliable
reports say he acquitted himself
very well indeed.  Hislo Ho

Ho was chanted perfectly in
tune and in the best tradition
of Santa Claus. He completeq
the Dublin Marathon last
month; now he is Santa ; hag
also become a Paul Harris Felt
low what next!!!

The 2009 Rotary In-
ternational Conven-
tion will be held in
Birmingham
(England)

In June 2009.This
will provide
Irish Rotarians

With an ideal oppor-

tunity to experience

Rotary’s annual get
together.




Maria del Amor Rivero Martin a student at
Sligo Institute of Technology presenting

Banner from her father's Club in Salamand
Spain to President Conor when she visited pur
club on 24th November.

Maria will be studying at Sligo I.T for one
year. She has received an Erasmus Grant to
assist her in her studies.

Cregg Patients Entertained to
Panto at Hawkswell

On 3¢ December
our club hosted 85
residents of Cregg
House at the
Christmas Pan-
tomine in the
Hawkswell.

The people from
Cregg House en-
joyed the enter-
tainment hugely;

indeed the Rotarians
Stella Des and Conor
who accompanied
them enjoyed it just as
much. This outing for
the Cregg children has

become an annual oc-

casion that is much
enjoyed by the Cregg
party but also and na@
less by the Rotarians
who accompany them.

Memory Tree Project

Plans are well advanced forthe Corporation officials have drawn up and it is expected tha

the Memory Tree project. given their approval and John each and every Rotarian will vol

Fitzgerald has secured permis- unteer and take their turn at th

) ) sion of the Garda Authorities tree and encourage passers by

Vice Pres. Joseph Martin has fo the charitable collection to contribute and tie a ribbon to th
tree in memory of a loved one.

secured the tree and it will be be made.
erected on 19 December
outside the Hibernian Insur-
ance office in O’Connell

It is hoped to complete ar-
rangements to have lights on
the tree.

Gerry Cannon confirms that A ota of members will be

Inner Wheel members and Inter
Street by kind permission. actors will also be invited to assis
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Photographed with President Mary McAleese duringréeent visit to Sligo are President Conor,
Brian Raftery, George Draper and Aidan Buckley

Sligo Social Services entertained all 300 of thailunteers to lunch at Sligo Park Hotel during ethi
President Mary McAleese addressed the gatherindgremked the volunteers for their unselfish dedbcat
over the 40 years during which Sligo Social Sewwigas been serving the community.

Sligo Rotarians have delivered Meals on Wheelgicoally since the inception of that service 4@nge
ago. A record to be proud of.

Visit by Assistant Governor John McCrossan

introduced 4 new members so far this year. If
other clubs do likewise, the D.G’s target will|be
comfortably exceeded.

He mentioned that the attendance requirement

On Monday 8 December Assistant Governor
John accompanied by his wife Ann joined us for
lunch.

Afterwards John addressed the meeting, stressingh q v b laxed in that 50% attend
the necessity for Clubs to increase membership. ad recently been relaxed in tha o attendance

He said D.G.Paul Hutchinson hopes that mem- is now required rather than the 60% heretofore.

bership in District will increase by 100 during He urged continued support for Polio Plus wihich
the year. John complimented Sligo on having is close to realising its goal of a polio free vaof
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Sligo Rotarian Des Kennedy will join the Irish coningent travelling to
South Africa to provide low cost housing with The Mellon Township Trust.

‘We are used this time of year to receive in the,pmsobserve in the media, harrowing
tales of the many desperately needy in sub Salfraza — a continent torn by post colo-
nial trauma, wars, famine and disease.

One country over the years seemed not to belonedisting of nations struggling to
emerge from the swamp of despair. The Republiconitts Africa, colonised by the Dutgh,
ruled by the British, a republic since 1961 haddmee a beacon of hope for what all Afri-
can nations might aspire to be — prosperous, polvand looking to a bright future among
the family of first world nations.

But much was veneer. An autocratic racist rulingssl government ensured wealth jand
power remained in the ambit of Afikraaners and aixBritish and Irish. The majority strug-
gled for all that their second class citizenshimpted. As the white cities, towns and sub-
urbs developed and prospered — in a fashion fantdiany western economy- side by side
enormous shanty towns for the majority black pofatamushroomed in obscure anonym-
ity. They were not spoken about and no signposlisated their presence. Tourists and resi-
dents alike looked the other way.

But one Irish builder and his girlfriend on holidgay beautiful cosmopolitan Cape Town,
saw and did not look away. Instead he did sometHsginning in 2002 he developed a
Trust which started building decent homes for tbpdiess and homeless. That year 150
houses were built for persons living in shacks veeild not deem fit to be sheds for our
gardens. This year the Trust working hand in hartd thie South African government built
5000 homes for some of the country’s poorest pe@pleé as a consequence is now the |arg-
est provider of low cost homes in South Africa.

Each year the Trust calls for volunteers from Indléo travel out for a week to help in the
building programme — and each year increasing nuniespond to that call. This Novem-
ber -2008 volunteers rose to the challenge — adawamber on a single trip. From all back-
grounds, age and capability they each raise thaires€5000 to fund for travel costs and
building materials. This year Sligo Rotary clublwdbnate over €15,000 to help resolve the
critical housing problem for a country strugglimgdombat huge unemployment, AIDS, il-
legal immigration and rising serious crime.

In March next, Rotarian Des Kennedy will join thenks of volunteers travelling on the
next phase of the building programme He hopeswihattever contribution he makes will
help provide decent accommodation for some famihg may in time provide a leadership
role for this developing nation. Rotarians in Sligan all feel they too are playing a part in
this great work - particularly in the manner theped and supported Des in raising the re-
quired funding which brought in much more than wegpuired’.




President’s Night 28th November 2008
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Make Dreams Real

The Four-Way Test

Of the things we say and do
Is it theTRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL andBETTER
FRIENDSHIP?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Thoughts from PresidentConor.

TheRotary Theme for December is The Family of RotaWhat better wa
for the Rotary Club of Sligo to recognise the thevfidhe Family of Rotar
than through our Christmas Remembrance Tree Projébe Remembrance
Tree affords our Club the opportunity to come tbgetas a family and collec-
tively participate in the organisation and in tharming of the tree in O’Con-
nell Street. It also allows the people of Sligaeémember family and friends
who have passed away by placing a ribbon on tleewtdle at the same time
making a donation to our nominated charities, Thehdimer's Society and
North West Hospice.

Sincere thanks and great credit is due to Viceitheas Joseph Martin for hjs
excellent work in leading the Remembrance Treedetajhich is a first for

Sligo Rotary Club. This project also allows Sligotary Club to demonstrate
a strong presence in the community and to showmaise/ork to the people of
Sligo at a very busy time of year.

I hope you all enjoyed our President’s Night. Hsmvonderful to see such a
large attendance on the night. Did you see thetipgi donated by the artist
Brigid Birney to Sligo Rotary Club which was on plisy at the Presidents
Dinner? What a lovely gesture from this distingpeid local artist whose style
of strong powerful colours is a joy to behold.

For myself, | was completely taken aback by thesipgtcof the award of Pau
Harris Fellow from District Governor, Paul Hutchimsat the Presidents Din-
ner. It was a very humbling moment for me but ohevhich | was most
proud and will remember for many years to come.

As we close off 2008, | would like to thank all oBotarians for their hard
work and dedication throughout what with the Rot@gnference has been a
very special year for our club. And, in keepinghwihe Rotary Theme for
December of The Family of Rotary, | would like tdstvall our Rotarians and
their Families a Very Happy Christmas.

Looking forward to seeing you all in 2009.
Until then, Bye for now.




