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Thoughts from the President

As | pen these final
thoughts for this Ro-
tary Year, | am sitting
in  Dublin  Airport
awaiting my flight to
Venice to join up with
my family on their an-
nual holiday on the
Adriatic Coast. Itis a
good opportunity to

reflect on the vyear
gone by.
| often associate

“songs” with different
periods of my life.
This past year is no
exception in that re-
gard. The Coldplay
song “Viva la Vida”
was the number one
hit song during the
2008 Rotary Confer-

ence in the Radisson.
During the many trips
from the house to the
hotel while the Con-
ference was ongoing, |
always played that
song to help distract
me and get away from
the pressures associ-
ated with the Confer-
ence.

It was a wonderful
Conference, made pos-
sible by the commit-
ment of all our Rotari-
ans in Sligo. It was a
special time and one |
will always remember
every time | hear
Coldplay “Viva la
Vida”.

And so, as | sign off, |
would like to sincerely
thank each and every
one of you for the sup-
port, and the encour;
agement and for the
kind words during the
past twelve months.
But life moves on, the
next time | will see
you will be to hand
over to President Elect
Joseph. Joe, | wish
you all the best and
every success. | know
you will make a very
good president of our
great Club.

And finally, Goodbye,
it has been an honour
and a pleasure.

President Conor

Past President David Kiely,
on his return from Romania
presented a bannerette
from the Rotary club of

Bucharest.

He reported that during the
meeting he attended there,
a discussion took place
regarding a project to help
street children which had
been undertaken by a mar-

ried couple. They had pro-
vided accommodation for
30 Children; they insisted
that the children continue
to attend school, some had
gone on to third level. The
local Rotary club is in-

volved in the project, a rota
of their members provide
cooked meals, a Rotarian
in the US sends funds regu-
larly to assist. It appears

Dates for your Diary

4th July District Council
Meeting, Gormanston.

that would be a very suit;
able International project
for Sligo Rotary to become
involved with. Since the
local club in Bucharest ig
already involved, a Rotary
Foundation Matching
Grant would seem appror
priate, indeed it could pro-
vide an opportunity for our
club to become associated 27 Nov.President's Night
with the Bucharest club.

6th July Installation of
Joseph Martin as President

9 —11 Oct District Confer
ence, Athlone




Presentations of cheques to Charities

President Conor with Max Kil-

roy and Majella O’Donnell

Condolences
Deepest sympathy is
extended to Past Presiden
Des Kennedy on the recen
of his sister

e also extend deepes
sympathy to Sheralyn
Hunter and her daughters
on the recent untimely
death of our fellow

Rotarian, Stewart Hunter.

During the past year funds
for charity were raised in a
number of ways.

On Tuesday 10th March a
very successful and enjoy-
able“Night at the Theatre”
was held at the Hawkswell
and with cooperation of the
ladies of Inner Wheel it
proved financially reward-
ing.

As is customary the raffle
held during President’s
Night also realized a sub-
stantial amount.

Representatives of various

Pres Conor with Sr.
Mary Henry and Louis
Doherty

charities which had been
nominated to benefit, were
invited to lunch on Monday

15th June and President
Conor presented cheques -

Jimmy Harney representing
North West Hospice in
thanking Conor said that
one of our former members
the late Michael Boyd was
instrumental in setting up
of Hospice in Sligo.

Majella O’'Donnell on be-
half of Sligo Alzheimer's’
Society expressed thanks
and spoke of the facilities

Pres. Conor with Majella
O’Donnell and Inner Wheel
Pres. Mary Callagy

provided by the society for
both carers and sufferers
from this ailment.

Sister Mary Henry on be-
half of North West M.S.
Centre at St. John's Hospir
tal, Ballytivnan thanked
Rotary for their generosity
and she too described the
facilities provided for M.S.
sufferers. Inner Wheel
President Mary Callagy on
behalf of Inner Wheel also
presented a cheque to Ma
jella O’'Donnell for Alz-
heimer's Society.

Jimmy Harney and Pres
Conor.
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On a wild wet and windy
day some dedicated and
brave souls, members of
our club set out to compete
for the Ronnie Coulter tro-
phy. While the plan pro-
vided for an 18 hole com-
petition, in view of the
inclement weather and the
burning desire to get back
to the clubhouse quickly, it
was agreed to confine the
competition to 13 holes.
Most scores were very in-

different but as usual one
golfer shone and brought
in an excellent score which
left the rest gasping. Past
President John Fitzgeralg
was a worthy winner and
President Conor pre-
sented the trophy to him
after a most enjoyable meal
in the clubhouse.

Ronnie Coulter was fondly
remembered and some std
ries of his exploits were
retailed during the meal.




The Late Stewart Hunter

We are all shocked and deeply
saddened at the recent untimely
death of Stewart. To his wife
Sheralyn, his three daughters,
parents, and extended family we
extend heartfelt condolences.
Stewart had been an active and
enthusiastic member of our club
some years ago; business pres-
sures did not allow him to con-
tinue his membership. He had a
strong interest in Sligo Interact
club which under his guidance
prospered and undertook many
innovative projects.

He rejoined our club last year and

Rotary; indeed for those of
us who have been members
for more than a few years it
seemed as if Stewart had
never left.

He was very involved in

Rosses Point community
affairs; closely concerned

with the local branch of the

R.N.L.I.;  he was a former

Commodore of Sligo Yacht

Club and thoroughly enjoyed

sailing his cruiser.

He is greatly missed by our
members. May his gentle
soul rest in peace.

showed the same enthusiasm for

President Elect Joseph at
our club Assembly on 11
June outlined his plans for
the coming year under the
following headings.

1.Adopt Rotary’s Strate-
gic Plan and the 5 com-
mittee structure of the Club
Leadership Plan

2.Theme for 2009/10-
The Future of Rotary is in
your hands. Our club’s
responsibility to offer rele-
vant service; to extend
membership and to pro-
mote a positive image of
Rotary.

3.Presidential Citation:

To increase our Club’s
capacity to provide service-
locally and Internationally
to meet the requirements
to qualify for this award.

4. Fundraising and
Charities. There will be
emphasis on support for
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Rotary’s Foundation and
the Polio Plus programme.

The 5 Committee Struc-
ture.

Membership

This committee develops
and implements a plan for
recruiting and retaining
club members.

* Public relations

This committee develops
and executes a plan to pro-
vide the public with
information about Rotary
and promote the club’s
service projects and
activities.

 Club administration

This committee conducts
all the club’s administra-
tive activities. The club
secretary and treasurer
should be members of this
committee.

* Service projects
This committee plans and

carries out educational,
humanitarian, and voca-
tional

projects that address the
needs of the club’s commu-
nity and communities

in other countries.

e The Rotary Foundation
This committee develops

and carries out plans to
support The Rotary At Club Assembly. Asst Govnr

Foundation through finan- John, Pres elect Joseph and Presi

cial contributions and club
participation in
Foundation programs.

Assistant Governor John

McCrossan attended rep-

resenting District Gover-

nor Elect Tom Murphy

and in summing up once

again complimented our

club on past achieve-

ments and expressed

confidence that under the

leadership of President

elect Joseph Sligo Rotary

will continue as one of the !
leading clubs in district. #$ % &'
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Dublin North Rotarians’ Visit

Some thirteen Rotarians
and wives from the Rotary
Club of Dublin North came
to visit Sligo on 25th May.
They were led by President
Simon and numbered
among them were Past
President Vincent Browne
who was born in Sligo and

who reminisced about his
youthful days in

Sligo. Verity Swan Dis-

trict Foundation Chair,

Noel Manahan, Garvin
Evans, were some of the
well known visitors.

PDG Sean Doyle had made
the arrangements for the

visit and it was appropriate
that the Bus our club had
presented to St.Cecilia's
school, Cregg was avail
able to transport the groug
from the railway station.

The visitors were very im-
pressed by the bus and its
facilities.

The Dublin North visiting Rotarians with some memsef our own club
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Eilish began by thanking Sligo Ro- The bus is in constant daily use. It jhyajuable to their students, it upr
tarians for the bus presented recentl transports students to horse riding, to po|ds their right to take their place in
to St. Cecilia's School. She said it is swimming lessons to P.E. sessions gociety and it supports their learning
most valuable to the students on with transition year students at Sligo iy 3 practical way in bringing fun
daily basis. Grammar School, to an integration ang enjoyment to all the pupils.”
project with sixth class pupils at

St Cecilia's is a special school cater- Rathcormack N.S as well as to vari- The Bus was used to meet the Dubl
ing for students with moderate, severe ous community outings. North Rotary visitors at Sligo rail-
and profound learning disabil- way station and transport them in
ity. Students range in age from 4 to The Bus with the name of the School |yxury to Sligo Park Hotel. It was|
18 years. they are demanding, noisy and the Rotary Logo has raised pub- 5iso0 made available to return them to
busy and she said it is an absolute jo: lic awareness of both school and Ro- the station to catch their return train
and privilege to spend time with them tary. to Dublin
each day.

n

In summary Eilish said "The bus is




Inner Wheel District Chair Mary Horan

thanked the late Jim Fair-
weather who had intro-
duced Michael to Rotary
and to his wife Lil who had
brought her into Inner
Wheel. She expressed a
wish that there be more
Inner Wheel Clubs in Ire-
land. There are many Ro-
tary Clubs which do not
have one associated with
them. She urged our mem-
bers to use their influence

District Chair, Inner

Wheel, Ireland, Mary

Horan was guest speaker at
lunch onl18th May 2009.

She was accompanied by
Sligo Inner Wheel Presi-

dent Mary Callagy.

She and her husband Mi-
chael had just recently re-
turned from Malaysia
where the International
Convention of Inner Wheel
had been held. to extend Inner Wheel.
Mary recounted her experi- The Inner Wheel District
ences as a member of Inner Rally will be held in Sligo
Wheel in Sligo; she

at the Radisson Hotel on

4th and 5th June. Among

the causes promoted this

year are education of girls

in developing countries and

heart and stroke facili-

ties. A good number of

emergency boxes have

been funded during the

year.

In conclusion Mary

thanked the Sligo Rotarians

for their support.

A vote of thanks was pro-Inner Wheel District Chair Mary
posed by Past Dist. Govertoran with President Conor and

nor Sean Doyle and WaSSIigo Inner Wheel President Mary
. . Collage
passed with acclamation

The Rotary International Golf

by Tom Kenny

The rotary club of St. An-
drews again hosted the
annual International Golf
Competitions in early June
and our club was repre-
sented by Lewis Rhatigan,
Jim Flood and Tom Kenny. Lewis and they had a great
There were nearly three score in the low sixties.
hundred Rotarians present Except for the foursomes
from all parts of the world. we never played together
It was a great opportunity and that gave us the chance
to make new friends and to to make new friends from
greet many old ones. It was many countries. A German
nice to meet Ken Smith who played with me on
and Barrie King who send Monday was unhappy with
their best wishes to our his score so he phoned his
club. president to apologise for
underperforming.
[Incoming president Joe
please take note]

venue on Wednesday and
we played foursomes on
the Strathyrum course on
Thursday. Dan O Donovan
from Galway partnered Jim
while Tom played with

We played the Old Course
on Monday morning. The
day was bright and sunny
and after some early nerves
brought about by playing
on such hallowed turf, we
settled down. Lewis had an
excellent round and broke vided on Tuesday and we
par. We played the Eden were invited to join in the
course on Tuesday and we jigs and reels. It was lovely
all played to our abilities. to see the local Rotarians
The Jubilee course was our

The social side was not
neglected ; a very enjoy-
able evening of traditional
Scottish dancing was pro-

Time you enjoyed
wasting; was not
wasted

and their ladies in trad
tional attire and proud (¢
their heritage. The pip
band on Sunday playing q
the old course near tf
stone Swilkin bridge on th
eighteenth fairway was

memorable experienc
The bars and restaurants
St Andrews provided 4
excellent forum for fellow
ship in the evenings and|it
was nice to see our French
and ltalian friends enjoying
single malt instead of wing

Courage is not the
lack of fear; but the
ability to act while
facing fear
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Next years competition
are in doubt owing to th
proximity of the OPEN
the OLD COURSE will no
be available.

D n

We were unable to attend
the dinner on the final
night, but are consoled hy
the many happy memorig¢s
we have taken back with

us. Visiting Ambassadorial ScholJr

Samantha Martin exchanging
bannerettes with Pres. Conor.




Meals on Wheels Rota

22 Jun L.Doherty 20 July B.Cannon
R.Finnegan D.Kiely
P.Carter D.Foley
Make urﬂﬂms HEﬂl 29 Jun J.Flood 27 July A.Buckley
D.Kennedy J.Keegan
Share your dreams- so that others J-Fitzgerald S-Mew
may help them become reality. 6 July L.Rhatigan 3 Aug D.Taheny
Share your nightmares- so that others T.Kenny C.McCarthy
can avoid them.
J.Harney P.Berwick
Share your success storiesso that
others may repeat them. 13 July P.Osborne 10 Aug M.McCormack
Share your victories- so that others B.Raftery C.O'Kelly
may learn from them. V.Raftery P.McNulty

Congratulations

Congratulations to David Brady, Terry’'s son whowon the European U12s' Golf Championship at Craigikw, Scot-
land. He shot a 74 in the third round to win by sixshots. He then played for a victorious European tan against the Rest
of the World at Gullane. Very well done son and fther.

To Have a Friend

Someone wh_gs"e id(ra]ntity iSfI'OStdin nity to make many new friends. that it appears in all major religions of
ime e 90 16T 1% rends o ting cgetrr. . e vt ncah b smphasi’s on
heart of Rotary, in ways that may tarians meet weekly for fellow- frle_n(_illy consideration. The clas§|cal

sometimes be overlooked. Rotary is ~ ship with other members. We ethicist Immanuel Kant emphasized

commonly described as an organiza-  engage in service activities in respect for "the dignity and well being
tion dedicated to fellowship and ser- our communities. We contribute of all people." Whether stated in relig-
vice — both of which are dependent through the Rotary Foundation ~ion or ethics, these are principles that

on friendship, and both of which fa-

i i make Rotary friendship what it is.
cilitate further friendship. to extend friendship around the y p

world, through humanitarian and

It was an expression of friendship educational endeavours. In these,
that offered us the opportunity to be- and many other ways, we ex-
come Rotarians. Some friend ex- press friendship.
tended to us the invitation to join a

In Rotaryfriendship comes instantly be-
tween individuals who otherwise would con-
tinue to be strangers. And through new-found
friendships, additional opportunities for fel-
lowship and service are opened. Rotary friendt

fellowship of friends, joining in those . i i i
' - Friends treat others the way ship is truly a valuable commodity, although it
dual goals of fellowship and service. can neither be bou ;
; ' ght nor sold. It has no price
Our membership not only puts us in we would want to be treated. A but its value is immeasurable.

more frequent contact with old "Golden Rule" is so universal
friends, but also offers the opportu-




